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Washington,            DC, February 11, 2009- U.S.            Rep. Herseth Sandlin released the following statement today in response            to the announcement that House and Senate conference negotiators had            reached an agreement on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act:

“I voted in favor            of the House version of this recovery package because I believe we are            facing a severe economic crisis that will have ever more significant            effects on South Dakota families and businesses, and that is already            severely affecting the rest of the nation. The final version of this            bill includes provisions that will be extremely helpful to South Dakotans            and to our state’s economy through investment in infrastructure, job            creation and tax relief for working families and businesses.
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“While none of us            would have chosen this set of circumstances, I believe that this recovery            and reinvestment package takes the steps that are necessary to stimulate            our economy in the short-term and strengthen the economy in the long-term.            Certainly, no bill is perfect, and this bill is not perfect – but these            are extraordinary times that demand decisive action, not political stalemate.            

“That is why I have            worked throughout the process to improve the legislation. As a leader            of the Blue Dog Coalition, I have worked to focus the bill on measures            that have the most stimulative or long-term job creation potential.            In late January, I voted to move the process along in the House in hopes            that the package would be improved by the Senate and in conference negotiations,            working together with the President. I also led an effort in sending            a letter to House Leadership stressing the importance of the bill being            improved through the legislative process, particularly by the removal            of spending not appropriate for this bill. While the final bill isn’t            perfect, I am generally pleased with the progress that was made in the            Senate and in conference negotiations to remove unnecessary spending.”
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